When ambiguity resolution is difficult, younger adults recruit selection-related neural resources that older adults do not. To elucidate the nature of those resources and the consequences of their recruitment for subsequent comprehension, we embedded noun/verb homographs and matched unambiguous words in syntactically well-specified but semantically neutral sentences. Target words were followed by a prepositional phrase whose head noun was plausible for only one meaning of the homograph. Replicating past findings, younger but not older adults elicited sustained frontal negativity to homographs compared to unambiguous words. On the subsequent head nouns, younger adults showed plausibility effects in all conditions, attesting to successful meaning selection through suppression. In contrast, older adults showed smaller plausibility effects following ambiguous words and failed to show plausibility effects when the context picked out the homograph's non-dominant meaning (i.e., they did not suppress the contextually-irrelevant dominant meaning). Meaning suppression processes, reflected in the frontal negativity, thus become less available with age, with consequences for subsequent comprehension.
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Introduction
One of the distinguishing features of human language is its tolerance of one-to-many relations between a form and its referents. For example, the letter string 'bluff' could mean a cliff or an action of misleading others; the way a listener or reader should interpret this word thus depends heavily on the context in which it is used. Ambiguities of this kind are not uncommon in language. In English, for example, 85% of a sample of high-frequency words was found to have more than one meaning (Twilley, Dixon, Taylor, & Clark, 1994) . Although ambiguity contributes to the richness and flexibility of human language, it also can create processing difficulties and complicate communication. Behavioral (e.g., Rodd, Gaskell, & Marslen-Wilson, 2002), electrophysiological (e.g., Hagoort & Brown, 1994) and hemodynamic (e.g., Gennari, MacDonald, Postle, & Seidenberg, 2007) measures have all shown that comprehending word forms associated with multiple distinct meanings imposes processing loads relative to comprehending unambiguous words.
The processing costs associated with lexical ambiguity, however, are not unitary in nature. Comprehending lexical ambiguity appears to involve multiple mechanisms with different functional and neural characteristics, and the nature and strength of available context information, among other factors, seems to importantly determine which mechanisms are recruited. In a series of eventrelated potential studies, we have shown that younger adults' responses to noun/verb (NV-) homographs (as compared with unambiguous words) in contexts providing structural, but not semantic, cues for ambiguity resolution (e.g., "John wanted to/the duck . . .") include a sustained negativity over frontal-central scalp regions (Federmeier, Segal, Lombrozo, & Kutas, 2000; Lee & Federmeier, 2006 , 2009 . However, when disambiguating semantic information is available, the frontal negativity is not apparent, and the processing of ambiguous words is qualitatively similar to that for unambiguous words, albeit showing residual activation of dominant meanings in contexts picking out subordinate senses, as reflected in larger N400 amplitudes (a component linked to semantic access).
Functional role of the frontal negativity during meaning selection
Sustained frontal negativities have been seen for all types of semantically ambiguous wordforms, including the NVhomographs already described, as well as noun/noun (NN-) homographs, such as organ, and referential ambiguities. The effect holds across languages (e.g., Dutch and English), types of linguistic context (e.g., phrasal, sentential, and discourse), and input modality (auditory and visual) (Federmeier et al., 2000; Hagoort & Brown, 1994; Lee & Federmeier, 2006 , 2009 Nieuwland, Otten, & 
